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What is it? Why does it matter?

Standardized Testing: a test requiring all test takers to answer the same 

questions, or similar ones from the same bank of questions, that is then scored based on 
a “standard” that is then compared, often, to a large population of students.

→ allows for comparisons of individual and groups of students 

→ allows for an assessment of student/school achievements objectively

Ex: Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA)

→ It is the most objective way of assessing students in our society

http://edglossary.org/standardized-test/



What is it? Why is it Important?

High Stakes Testing: is any test used to make important decisions about 

students, educators, schools, or districts, most commonly for the purpose of 
accountability

→ Used by Federal, State, and Local governments to assess schools, school 
administrators, and teachers

→ “High Stakes” refers to the potential penalties or awards to schools based on 
scores

Ex: positive/negative publicity; increase/decrease funding

http://edglossary.org/high-stakes-testing/



Connection to Community-Engaged Learning

Emily → Banaadir Academy-- Reading Buddy/Classroom Aide 

Emma→ Banaadir Academy-- Reading Buddy/Classroom Aide

Heather→ Pratt Community School--Classroom Aid/tutor 

Samantha→ Hennepin County Library-- Homework Tutor for K-12



Town Hall

You are attending a Town Hall meeting on Standardized Testing either as a:

→ Parent 

→ Teacher

→ School Administrator

→ Local/State Government

 Have a discussion on the following questions and come to an agreement on the 
answer. “Elect” a representative to present your stance at the Town Hall. You will 
have 10 minutes to discuss and we will have you present throughout class having 5 
minutes each to present, so please make notes to reference. 



Brief history of standardized testing in the US? 

→ Testing has been around since the 1800’s

→ Increased testing during World War I and through
the development of Army Alpha and Beta tests 

→ The ACT was offered for the first time in 1959

→ In the 1970’s and 80’s, large population testing
national assessment began in America

→ Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 required public schools to perform 
standardized testing 

→ In 2001 No Child Left Behind Act further connected funding to standardized testing in public 
schools



Town Hall-Parents

You are Parents attending a Town Hall 
meeting on Standardized Testing. You 
are against testing. 

1. You are against testing. Why? 
What are the downfalls of testing 
your student(s) from your 
perspective?

2. As a parent do you feel that 
testing is limiting your children’s 
chance to be a child? Why or Why 
not?

You are Parents attending a Town Hall 
meeting on Standardized Testing. You 
are for testing. 

1. You are for testing. Why? What 
are the positives of testing your 
student(s) from your perspective?

2. As a parent do you feel that 
testing is opening up opportunities 
for your child’s future or is it taking 
away your children’s chance to be 
a child? Explain.



Standardized Tests Scores by Socio-Economic Status
→ Graph shows SAT scores based on 
wealth or SES

→ 2014: students from the 
wealthiest families outscored, on 
average, the poorest by about 400 
points

→ obvious reflection in college 
attendance 

→ Scores reflect on the school thus 
parents who are able to, will send their 
students to better schools

→ Ravitch: charter schools taking 
advantage of this and public 
schools are suffering

http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2014/10/07/sat-scores-and-income-inequality-how-wealthier-kids-rank-higher/

SAT Scores and Income Inequality: How Wealthier Kids Rank 
Higher- Wall Street Journal



State Test Scores For Elementary Schools Attended By The 
Average White, Black And Latino Student

Race and Standardized Tests → From Grodsky, Warren and Felts 
Reading: 

→ Scores of African American and 
Hispanic children were below 
non-Hispanic white children

→ Asian Americans score higher 
than non-Hispanic White children

→African Americans tended to 
score below Hispanic, 
non-Hispanic white, and Asian 
children

→ Also shows in ACT/SAT scores 
but have been steady since 
1980s-2006

→ Valant and Newark: public opinion 
shows that people care more about 
wealth-based achievement gaps vs 
race/ethnic-based ones

 



Gender and Standardized Testing

→ What is concerning about the difference in 
test scores between girls and boys is the 
subjects they are in--Math and Reading

→reproducing gender stereotypes

→ Idea that it’s a girl thing to read and a 
boy thing to do math

→ Can be due to girls often being more ready 
come kindergarten 

→ Overall, girls tend to be testing better than 
boys in all subjects

http://educationnext.org/gender-gap/



Town Hall-Local/State Government
You are Local/State Government 
Officials attending a Town Hall meeting 
on Standardized Testing. You are for 
testing. 

1. You are for standardized testing. 
Why? What are the benefits from 
your perspective of testing 
students?

2. To what extent should the federal 
government mandate standardized 
testing? Or should local 
government have all the power? 
Remember your perspective. 

You are Local/State Government 
Officials attending a Town Hall meeting 
on Standardized Testing. You are 
against testing. 

1. You are against standardized 
testing. Why? What are the 
downfalls from your perspective of 
testing students?

2. To what extent should the federal 
government mandate standardized 
testing? Or should local 
government have all the power? 
Remember your perspective.



International Perspective
PISA - Program for International Student Assessment

- Taken at age 15
- Measures science, math and reading 
- Administered every three years since 2000
- 70 countries 

“China has a long tradition of standardized testing and leads the world in 
educational achievement.” [150] http://standardizedtests.procon.org/ 

Finland topped PISA rankings but has "no external standardized tests used to 
rank students or schools," according to Darling-Hammond and McCloskey. [148] 
Success is attributed to "assessments that encourage students to be active learners 
who can find, analyze, and use information to solve problems in novel situations." 

US has wider achievement gap than leading countries.

- Teach more subjects, less in depth, less focus on application
- Inconsistencies in school systems

http://standardizedtests.procon.org/sourcefiles/assessment-for-learning-around-the-world-what-would-it-mean-to-be-internationally-competitive.pdf

http://standardizedtests.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=004348#150
http://standardizedtests.procon.org/
http://standardizedtests.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=004348#148
http://standardizedtests.procon.org/sourcefiles/assessment-for-learning-around-the-world-what-would-it-mean-to-be-internationally-competitive.pdf
http://standardizedtests.procon.org/sourcefiles/assessment-for-learning-around-the-world-what-would-it-mean-to-be-internationally-competitive.pdf


Town Hall-Teachers
You are Teachers attending a Town 
Hall meeting on Standardized 
Testing. You are against testing. 

1. You are against testing in 
schools. Why? What are the 
potential negative impacts on 
teachers does standardized 
testing pose?

2. To what extent does testing 
limit creativity as a teacher? 
Does it change teaching 
methods? Remember your 
perspective.

You are Teachers attending a Town 
Hall meeting on Standardized 
Testing. You are for testing. 

1. You are for testing in schools. 
Why? What are the potential 
positive impacts on teachers 
does standardized testing pose?

2. To what extent does testing limit 
creativity as a teacher? Does it 
change teaching methods? 
Remember your perspective. 



Politics, Policy, and Debate 

George W. Bush and No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

a. Standardized testing assesses adequate yearly progress (AYP)
b. Pros of AYP:  testing means accountability, measures improve student 

performance
c. Cons of AYP: teaching to the test, how sound are these tests?

Barack Obama and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

a. Passed in December of 2015 
b. Replaced NCLB, modified but did not eliminate the periodic standardized tests for 

students in 3rd through 8th grade 
c. Narrowed the federal government’s involvement in elementary and secondary 

education, shifting accountability to provisions to states 



Politics, Policy, and Debate cont. 
Arguments For 

a. Reliable, objective measures of student 
achievement 

b. Ensures content is equivalent for all 
students, not different tests 

c. “Teaching to the test” can be good 
because it focuses on the essential 

d. Normal and expected means of 
assessment, not too stressful

e. Provide a lot of useful information at a 
low cost and little time 

f. Stricter standards prepares kids for 
college 

g. NCLB testing provides a measure for 
states to be meaningfully compared

Arguments Against 

a. Unreliable, biased  measure of student 
performance 

b. Standardized tests are discriminatory 
towards non English speaker's 

c. “Teaching to the test” replaces good 
teaching techniques and creativity 

d. Can be very stressful for younger 
students causing kids to cry or get sick

e. Billion dollar testing industry that is 
notorious for time-consuming scoring 
errors  

f. Doesn’t prepare them to be successful 
adults

g. States set their own standards, 
providing no basis for comparison



Town Hall-School Administrators

You are School administrators 
attending a Town Hall meeting on 
Standardized Testing. You are for 
testing. 

1. You are for standardized testing. 
Why?  What are the potential 
benefits of testing well on 
administration?

2. Is it fair to assess teacher based 
on their student’s test scores? 
Why or why not?

You are School administrators 
attending a Town Hall meeting on 
Standardized Testing. You are against 
testing. 

1. You are against standardized 
testing. Why?  What are the 
negatives of testing poorly on 
administration?

2. Is it fair to assess teacher based 
on their student’s test scores? 
Why or why not?



Alternate Approaches

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MecWUOagA5A


