
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS RAISED IN THE IN-CLASS SURVEY 
 
General Questions / Concerns 
 

“I have ambivalent feelings when it comes to this class. Although I am very excited about the 
whole CLE part (and could use a class with substantially less reading and writing) I am also 
skeptical on the student topics portion of the class. I love the personal philosophy behind giving 
the students more responsibility for their education but I am concerned with one; having a 
significant part of my grade be based on group projects, and two; having a significant part of the 
curriculum be comprised of student projects. I love the real-life learning, but I'm not thrilled with 
the fact that I'm paying for this….” 

 
My Reply: I understand the discomfort that students have with group projects, 
especially when it comes to evaluation and grading.  At this point, I think I can only say 
(1) it’s only a quarter of the grade; (2) the fact that student groups have to meet and 
communicate with me will allow for lots of chances for me to see the dynamics within 
groups; and (3) I know I have to remain flexible to grade fairly.  I understand the 
discomfort of group projects, but still think the trade-off is worth it.  Also, maybe it’s 
important to emphasize my role in this: Besides picking the topics, I plan to be heavily 
involved in shaping students’ choices of materials and of formats for class sessions.  
Although I want to allow students’ to “own” their topics, I am ultimately responsible for 
making sure that what gets delivered in the curriculum is rigorous and high quality. 
 

[The same student’s quotation continues] “...Also, very bummed about the lack of sociological 
theory in the class. If this isn't a sociology class, but as an education class as you said, I feel like it 
should be categorized as so.” 

 
My Reply: I think I was too glib on this point in class.  This is a class about education, that 
draws on sociological (and other disciplinary) theory, ideas, literatures, and research.  
This is not a class about sociology that just uses education as a case or example.  
Sociological (and other) theory will come up in readings, class sessions, etc. 
 

Topics Presentation Questions / Concerns 
 
“I would love a little more clarification on what the topics presentations will be like and what you 
are specifically hoping to see.” 

 
My Reply:  First, prior to class, the group needs to come up with a compelling, 
interesting, and balanced set of readings/videos/etc that represent all sides of the topic.  
I will help the group come up with that set of materials; that is (in part) why step 1 is for 
the group to meet with me to discuss.  Second, in class, I hope the group will find an 
engaging way to cover the topic.  Assuming the class has done the reading (and watched 
the videos, etc.), the group should combine lecture, discussion, debate, video/audio 
presentations, perhaps guest speakers, acting, and so forth.  The “best” way to present 
the topic will depend on the topic and the personality of the group members.  Also, see 
the top of page 10 for a list of things I hope the group will cover.  
 
 



Community-Engaged Learning Questions / Concerns 
 
“I am concern how I will do my two service learning courses, but that will be figured out 
hopefully.” 

 
My Reply: Yes.  I have been replying individually by email to students in this situation.  
Also, I expect that Monica McKay and her team will cover that on Thursday in class. 
 

 “I am curious what other students who have done CEL have thought of it” 
 
My Reply: Great question!  In class on Thursday I will allow a few minutes for those 
students to share their views and offer advice. 
 

 “I'm concerned about CEL, primarily about transportation to and from the worksite.” 
 
My Reply: I have asked Monica McKay to speak to this question in class on Thursday.  In 
general, I have pushed to make sure that the list of organizations includes some near 
campus, some in various parts of the metro, etc.   
 

 “I believe that my biggest question is that say that we're unable to reach internet access for 
recording the time we reach our CEL and leave after time spent; what should be our alternative 
options?.” 

 
My Reply: My hunch is that you log your hours after you leave your site … when you get 
back home, or to a computer or phone some other time.  I don’t think you need internet 
access at the actual site or organization.     
 

Other Issues 
 
“I am concerned about the writing portion of the class.” 

 
My Reply: It may help that I will provide examples ahead of time? 
 

 “If needed for papers, do you want a proper bibliography (MLA,APA) or just a works cited page 
(URL just listed)?” 

 
My Reply: Honestly, I just need enough information to know who or what you are citing 
or referring to … enough for the person/organization to get proper credit.  It’s always 
good practice to use standard bibliographic form, but I’m not going to require it. 
 

 “is all the weekly summaries due the beginning if the class?” 
 
My Reply: Yes … and remember, they summarize the readings and class sessions and 
other materials from the previous week. 
 

 
 


